
Miss Nelson Is  Missing 

Based on a book by Harry Allard 

The Magik Theatre 

Study Guide 2009-10 



Summary 

Discussion Questions 

The kids in Room 207 are the wildest, most rambunctious class in the entire elementary school. 
Their sweet teacher Miss Nelson doesn't know what to do. She starts each new school year with 
a smile on her face, expecting an even better class than she had the year before. This year is dif-
ferent. This year is a nightmare.  Poor Miss Nelson is out of ideas and on her way to a nervous 

breakdown, when suddenly she has a plan. The next day, the children arrive in class to find Miss 
Nelson has been replaced by Viola Swamp, the substitute no child ever wants to meet. She's 

tough, strict, and never puts up with what she considers bad behavior.  This hilarious classic fol-
lows Miss Swamp as she uses her idea of tough love to control the class, as well as the children's 

attempts to find Miss Nelson before it's too late for all of them.  

1) Who are the main characters in the story? 

 

2) What is the big problem in the story? 

 

3) Where did the story take place?  How do you 

know? 

 

4) The students disobeyed Miss Nelson all the time.  

How do you think that made her feel?  Tell me about a time that you felt the 

same way as Miss Nelson.  

 

5)  Who do the students ask for help?   

 

6) The students come up with several things they think might have happened 

to Miss Nelson.  What do you think happened to her? 

 

7) Who do you think was Ms. Swamp?  What clues do you have that give 

you this idea? 

 

8) If you could be any character in the story which character would you 

choose?  Give me 2 supported reasons. 

 

 

    [EL 110.2, 110.3, 110.4, 110.5, 110.6, 110.7]  



1) Miss Nelson starts the school year with 12 boxes 
of chalk.  Over the year she uses 7 boxes.  How 
many does she have left? 
 
 

2) Miss Nelson’s class was very rowdy.  Each day for 5 days they threw 8 
spitballs on the ceiling. 7 of them fell off but the rest stuck.  At the end of the 
week how many spitballs are on the ceiling?     

3)  On Monday Ms Swamp gave the class 10 pages of homework.  On Tues-
day and Wednesday she gives 7 pages of homework.  On Thursday the 
class gets 5 pages of homework and on Friday she gives 11 pages.  How 
many pages has she assigned this week all together? 
 
 
4) If there are 11 girls and 8 boys, how many students are in Miss Nelson’s 
room? BONUS: Can you divide them into pairs? 
 
 
5) The class is so happy to have Miss Nelson back that everyone in the 
class turns in their homework.  What percentage of the class turns in their 
homework? 
 
 

[MA 111.12, 111.13, 111.14, 111.15, 111.16, 111.17]  

Educatorï some students may need 

manipulatives to complete these 

problems. 

Other Books by Harry Allard... 

 
It’s So Nice to Have a Wolf Around the House 

 
Miss Nelson Has a Field Day 

 
Miss Nelson Is Back 

 
There’s a Party at Mona’s Tonight 

 
Bumps in the Night 

 
Starlight Goes to Town 

Math  Fun! 



Several TEKS (117.4, 117.7, 117.10, 117.13, 117.16, 
117.19) are covered just by attending a  
production at The Magik Theatre, including:  
 
 The learner will  
  - identify appropriate audience behavior;  

  - respond to and evaluate dramatic activities;  

  - identify the use of music, creative movement and visual  

   components in play; and  

  - observe the performance of artists and identify theatrical  
   vocations.  

TEKS Key: EL = English Language Arts/Reading, MA = Mathematics, SC = Science, SS = Social Studies, HE = Health Education, AR = Art, MU = Music, TH = Theatre  
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